Fibronectin and laminin in Achilles tendon.
Ten intact and 22 ruptured Achilles tendons were studied by immunohistochemical techniques. In intact tendons, both fibronectin and laminin were found in vascular walls, myotendineal junction, and endomysium, but not in the connective tissue of the tendons. In ruptured tendons the distribution of laminin was not changed. Fibronectin deposits, on the contrary, could be detected on the tear surface and in the collagen fibers of the ruptured tendons.